
 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Tuesday, October 2, 2007 
 
 
CONTACT: Dave Desch 
           Board of Research and Commercialization Technology      
                      Montana Department of Commerce  
                      406-841-2760 
 
            Marissa Kozel 
                      Montana Department of Commerce 
                      406-841-2772 
 
 

New Board Member Appointed to Montana Board of Research and 
Commercialization Technology 

 
(HELENA) – A new member has been appointed to the Montana Board of Research and 
Commercialization Technology, and several existing members have been reappointed to 
the board.  
 
Todd Graetz of Bozeman has been appointed to the board, by Speaker of the House Scott 
Sales.   
 
Jim Davison of Anaconda was reappointed by Governor Brian Schweitzer, and John 
Youngberg of Belgrade was reappointed by Senate Minority Leader Corey Stapleton. 
Each board member is appointed to serve a two-year term. 
 
Graetz is Chief Executive Officer of TransAria, Inc., a Montana based technology firm.    
Davison is the Executive Director of the Anaconda Local Development Corporation. 
Youngberg serves as Chairman of the Board and is Vice President of State Governmental 
Relations for the Montana Farm Bureau.   
 
The six-member Board also includes Marty Connell of Billings, Michael Dolson of Hot 
Springs, and Lawrence Hall of Ronan. 
 
The Board was created by the 1999 Montana Legislature to provide a predictable and 
stable source of funding for research and commercialization projects to be conducted at 
research and commercialization centers in Montana.  The purpose of the program is to 
encourage economic development through investment in research projects that have a 
clear path to commercialization.   



 
Since its inception, the Board has funded 127 research projects totaling $30 million to 
private companies, non-profit organizations, and the Montana University System in 
Billings, Bozeman, Butte, Corvallis, Great Falls, Havre, Huntley, Kalispell, Malta, 
Missoula, Moccasin, and Sidney.  The projects represent diverse industries, including 
production agriculture, environmental remediation, renewable energy, biotechnology, 
laser optics, mining, medicine and others.  Grant funds must be matched by at least 25 
percent of the total cost of the project.  To date, matching funds have totaled $35 million.  
In addition, follow-on funding, or funding obtained after MBRCT involvement in a 
project, totals $141 million. 
 
The Board anticipates the next Request for Proposals to be announced in January 2008 
for a March 3, 2008, application deadline.  The MBRCT website is located at 
http://businessresources.mt.gov/BRD_RCT.asp. 
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